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The best in art and life comes 
from a center, something 
urgent and powerful, an idea 
or emotion that insists on its 
being. From that insistence, 
a shape emerges and creates 
its structure out of passion. If 
you begin with a structure, you 
have to make up the passion, 
and that’s very hard to do.

Roger Rosenblatt



There is no power 
for change greater 
than a community 
discovering what it 
cares about.

Margaret Wheatley



My enduring passion is to 
part the curtain; to remove 
the invisible veil of  
indifference that blocks to 
us each other’s presence, 
each other’s wonder, each 
other’s plight.

Eudora Welty



Often, you can’t get 
more of what you want 
by simply solving the  
problems created by 
what you have. 
            Russell Ackoff



Revolutions begin 
when the people 
defined as a problem 
say, “It’s the people 
who define us as the 
problem that are the 
problem.”

John McKnight



One of my images of a peaceful world: 
a society that might work somewhat 
like a pot-luck supper, where everyone 
contributes and everyone receives, 
and where a diversity of offerings is 
essential. (Just imagine a pot-luck to 
which everyone brought potato salad!). 
In such a world there would be no one 
who could not contribute their work 
and care –and no one who could not 
count on receiving nourishment and 
fellowship.

Ursula Franklin



Stories make us more alive, more 
courageous, more loving. Why 
does anybody tell a story? It 
does indeed have something to 
do with faith, faith that the uni-
verse has meaning, that our little 
human lives are not irrelevant, 
that what we choose or say or do 
matters, matters cosmically.

Madeleine L’Engle



What is it that you want to 
do with the one, wild,  
precious thing called  
your life?

Mary Oliver



The truth will make you odd.           
             Flannery O’Connor

We can’t be creative if we 
refuse to be confused.

Margaret Wheatley



If you’re not part of the 
problem, then you can’t be 
part of the solution. 
              Bill Torbert

A great question refuses to 
be answered; so it keeps 
leading us into deeper  
connections with each 
other and into deeper 
thinking.

Judith Snow



A better economic and political model 
is not something that can be designed 
and introduced like a new car. If it is to 
be more than just a new variation on 
the old degeneration, it must above all 
be an expression of life in the process 
of transforming itself. A better system 
will not automatically insure a better 
life. In fact, the opposite is now true: 
only by creating a better life can a  
better system be developed. 

Vaclav Havel



The moment we begin 
to fear the opinions of 
others and hesitate to tell 
the truth that is in us, and 
from motives of policy 
are silent when we should 
speak, the divine floods 
of light and life no longer 
flow into our souls.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton



The world in which you 
were born is just one 
model of reality. Other 
cultures are not failed 
attempts at being you, 
they are unique mani-
festations of the human 
spirit.

Wade Davis



The most beautiful thing we 
can experience is the mysteri-
ous. It is the source of all true 
art and science. He to whom 
this emotion is a stranger, 
who can no longer pause to 
wonder and stand rapt in awe 
is as good as dead; his eyes 
are closed. 
            Albert Einstein
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