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Someone asked a little boy, “What is Home?” He replied, “Home is a place that when you go there, they have to take you in.”  

School should be more like home.

School is an important place of learning. It is, however, not the only or the most important place of learning. A school, at its best, builds on learning already acquired. School broadens and deepens it.

A school is essentially a place where children and young people gather together with teachers who guide them in their learning. 

Schooling is the process of organizing schools. It is about class size, the number of grades, the hours of instruction, the provision of materials, etc.  Schooling must not be confused with educating. Good schooling assists the learning process; it must not become an end in itself.

School has become a sacred and cherished place in all societies.

Schools can provide a good and complete education for each child. Large, well-equipped schools are not the norm in the world. Many schools are fortunate to have a building and some learning materials. A building is not a school. Learning materials are not an education. Teachers with or without resources will find a way to help people learn. Society should value its schools and provide, according to its means, the materials that will facilitate the role of the teacher.

Every child, able or disabled, can learn.  Schools must be inclusive.

Parents entrust much of the education of their child to society through its schools. They trust that their child will be welcomed and will receive a good and complete education. They intend to be more than spectators in the schooling process. They will be involved; they will be informed; they will give advice. Their children, able and disabled, will receive an education.

What is Education?

Education is a precious gift we wish for our children. Education is clearly more than schooling, more than academic achievement and more than preparation for work. Education has two main components, Academic learning and Socialization. Each is important; both are achievable. We easily recognize academic achievement as the “job” of the school. Not all students will achieve academically at the same time, at the same level, or in the same way. However, each will achieve. 

Socialization is less understood as the “job” of the school because we don’t understand socialization. Socialization is not learning how to get along at a party. It begins at birth and cannot be stopped. It cannot be separated from other functions. It occurs in the home, at school, everywhere.  Willed or not, it is ongoing. It can be influenced; it can be directed; but it cannot be stopped. Proper socialization is important for every child. It is crucial for a child with a disability.

Socialization is a growing awareness and knowledge of self, an awareness of others that leads to appropriate interactions. Socialization is learned behavior - both simple and complex. Children in their early years mimic parents’ words, speech patterns and actions. They begin to understand rules and expectations.  Because the do not always follow the rules, they experience consequences. As they grow older, they become more aware of the need for discipline and order in their lives. Values are developed through socialization.  Generally, they reflect the values of the family.  Behavior, which causes us to be accepted or rejected by others, can be taught.  Parents and teachers, by word and example, help children obtain and maintain the good will and good opinion of others. Socialization must not be left to chance alone.

Each of us wishes to be well thought of and to be accepted by others. We have been socialized to be conscious of behaviors that attract, and those that repel.  Most of these behaviors are simple and very practical, for example: good manners, proper hygiene, appropriate dress and age appropriate behavior. Pupils, including exceptional pupils, need to acquire these behaviors to be accepted. Most behaviors are learned by modeling others.

Parent of exceptional pupils are aware of the positive attitudes and stimulating environment provided by neighborhood schools.  They want their children enrolled there. School attendance is mandatory for children, able and disabled alike. The right and duty to attend school does not guarantee acceptance. The presence of children with disabilities in the neighborhood school will transform that school. It will be a more peaceful school, where each will be accepted and honored for who they are, and not only for what they can do.  The inability to achieve academically must not deprive a child with a disability from the opportunity for positive socialization.

Parents. What do you really want for your special child? Do you want a ‘normal’ or a ‘special normal’ child? Choose! One will destroy the other.  Do you want regular teachers or special teachers? Do you want the same program as the other children, or special programs and timetables.  If you want ''Special", your child will grow, but not much. Your child will belong, but in a limited way.  Your child will be “cared for”, but his/her growth will be stunted. You may want special because you think it is a promise. It isn't. You have the same right as all parents to be involved, to be consulted, to request and even demand support for your child. Use that right! Enroll your special child with his/her brothers, sisters and friends in the neighborhood school.

Your decision will certainly change your child’s life chances and may even change the world.

