Jim Hansen Says...

Jim Hansen, a retired Superintendent has agreed to author a series of articles based on his understanding and learning from Inclusion. Please read, enjoy and then write Jim.

Introduction

 

The Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board has a policy of admission to and inclusion in the neighborhood school, of all children able and disabled alike. Placement is age appropriate.  This policy has been in effect since 1969.

 

It was my privilege to supervise the development and implementation of this policy from its beginnings in 1969 till my retirement in 1991.

 

I hope that my contribution to this web page may encourage others to advocate for a "good" education for all children.

[These articles appear on the Inclusion Press Web site:  http://www.inclusion.com  in association with the Marsha Forest Centre and Inclusion Press.]

THE BEGINNING

 

Jim Hansen

Every child born into the world is a blessing.

 

Every child born into the world is a gift.

 

Every child born into the world has worth and is unique and unrepeatable.

Learning begins in the womb and continues till death.(many believe beyond) . Clearly life long learning is a reality for each of us.

 

Life is the ultimate gift and learning is its crowning.

 

Learning brings growth and growth brings new life. This circle continues throughout our life.

Much of a child's early learning seems to be random and spontaneous.  It flourishes in a warm welcoming and stimulating environment. It can and should be influenced  and encouraged  in a non intrusive way.

 

Since learning brings growth ,and growth gives new life all learning is to be valued, not only learning for "earning'', not only learning that is "measured", not only "quick" as opposed to "slow" learning. Remember, learning is not a race. True learning cannot be measured only admired, fostered and valued.

 

Academic learning is to be valued, but not to the exclusion of other learning. Good manners, proper hygiene, physical skills, artistic endeavours, doctoral studies, service, are learnings to be valued equally with each other and with academic learning. The inability to learn academically should not disqualify any one, able or disabled, from other learnings. 

 

We do not each possess the same skills or abilities. Each of us is very able in some areas and less able in others. Some cannot "see" well. Others may have physical disabilities. Neither abilities nor disabilities should be value laden. They are not "good" or "bad", they simply are.  They should not define us a person. They frequently do.  They should not determine our inclusion or exclusion from society. They frequently do

 

Every child can grow and Each Belongs.

Each child belongs not because of what he or she can or cannot do. 

Each child belongs not because of what he or she knows or doesn't know.

Each child belongs not because of what he or she has to give or gain.

Each child belongs because he or she "IS".

 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is my hope that all who read these thoughts will begin to see “learning” as something more than schooling. We wish each of our children a "good education" Do we know what that is? Explore that with me in my next contribution.

